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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see amendment, filed 26 May 2006, with respect to the 
rejections of claims 29-30 under 35 USC § 102 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Tanaka under 35 USC § 
103. 

Applicant argues that the prior art of Tanaka at least does not teach receiving via 
a network a print command and user parameters that are to be used to select a printer, 
"the print command and user parameters having been provided using a network 
browser". Specifically, Tanaka says nothing of a print command or user parameters 
being provided with a "network browser". Applicant further argues that the Tanaka 
reference does not include the term "browser" at all. Applicant reiterates that, for a 
proper rejection under 35 USC § 102, the applied reference must teach each element of 
the claim. 

With respect to a print command, a user using user terminal 4 can request a print 
service to the service center 2 via the communications network 1 (col. 4, lines 32-33). 

With respect to user parameters, a user using user terminal 4 can submit a color 
job (col. 3, line 40), type of paper (col. 3, lines 41-42), location information of a user (col. 
4, lines 8-9), etc. These are viewed as user parameters that are stored in a database. 
The service center 2 would then refer to the database and match these "user 
parameters" to find a printer device candidate (col. 4, lines 34-40) based on the user 
service request that is indicative of the user parameters. 
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Applicant further argues that the prior art of Tanaka does not use the term 
"browser" at all. It is true that Tanaka does not use the term. The user terminal 4 of 
Tanaka communicates over a communications network 1 , which is the internet. It was 
well-known, at the time of application, that computer devices such as user terminal 4 
(i.e., workstations or mobile) use a web browser to communicate data via the internet. 



Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show 
browser 12 as described in the specification at p4, line 25. Any structural detail that is 
essential for a proper understanding of the disclosed invention should be shown in the 
drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary 
to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after 
the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are 



Application/Control Number: 09/745,71 1 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2625 

not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: browser 12 
(p4, line 25) is not shown in the drawings. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tanaka (USPN 6,522,971 B1) in view of well-known prior art. 

With respect to claim 29, Tanaka discloses a printing method comprising: 
receiving via a network (communication network 1, col. 4, lines 33-34) a print 
command (service request, col. 4, lines 34-36) and user parameters (col. 3, lines 37-45) 
that are to be used to select a printer (selected candidate for service station 3, col. 4, 
lines 37-40), the print command and user parameters having been provided using a 
network browser (user terminal to have access to the service center through the 
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communication network such as the internet, col. 5, lines 10-12), the user parameters 
including a printer location parameter (service center 2 refers to the database device 
based on the content of the service request from the user terminal 4 or a location of the 
user terminal 4 as it relates to the service station 3, col. 4, lines 32-40); 

searching a plurality printers for a printer that satisfies the received user 
parameters (based on user criteria, service center 2 selects at least one printer 
candidate, col. 4, lines 34-40); 

identifying at least one candidate printer that satisfies the received user 
parameters (based on user criteria, service center 2 selects at least one printer 
candidate, col. 4, lines 34-40); 

determining the availability of the at least one candidate printer (the database 
stores the respective facilities or business conditions of the service stations, col. 3, lines 
25-27); 

selecting a printer from the at least one candidate printer (selects at least one 
candidate for the service station 3, col. 4, lines 33-38); and 

forwarding the print command to the selected printer to enable the selected 
printer to print a document for the user (print data is transmitted to a printer for printing, 
col. 4, lines 52-56). 

Tanaka does not expressly disclose using a network browser. The user terminal 
4 of Tanaka communicates over a communications network 1 , which is the internet. It 
was well-known, at the time of application, that computer devices such as user terminal 
4 (i.e., workstations or mobile) use a web browser to communicate data via the internet. 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to add the well-known web browser feature to Tanaka in order to obtain a 
device capable of submitting data via the internet 1 . The motivation for doing so would 
be to show html documents and to transfer data. 

With respect to claim 30, Tanaka discloses a method of claim 29, wherein the 
selected printer is the physically closest printer to the user (the system of Tanaka can 
relate the distance of a product/service in relation to a user, col. 8, lines 14-30). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7464. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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